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ADDRESSING TRANSPORTATION
Along with sustainability
and health care, Oregon Lead-
ership Summit participants
will mull the state’s emerging

transportation igsues,

State residents strongly
back repairing streets, im-
proving neighborhood and
pedestrinn safety programs,
and synchronizing signals to
help ense congestion, a recent
Davis Hibbitts & Midgall Inc.
survey found.

Portland residents also indi-
cated that they'd back various
funding sources — inchuding a
3cent local gas tax, a monthly
residential street maintenance
fiew bitween $260 and $4.50,
and a $27 annual vehicle regis-
tration fee — to make the re
pairs.

Portland City Commissioner
Sam Adams will propose ong
orall of those measures as
part of a sweeping transporta-
tion reform package. The city
and county have a combined
5747 million transportation-re-
lated backlog,

Earlier this week. trans-
portation experts from Oregon
and Washington also came out
in favor of building a new In-
terstate 5 bridge over the Co-
lumbia River, which could cost
more than $4 billion.

Omne panel, featuring Gov
Texd Kulongoski and State Sen.
Peter v a Democrat
from Satem, will focus on long-
term transportation ideas.

“From a business perspoec-
tive, we've been pretty consis-
tently asking for o road fund-
ing package,” sakd Duncan
Wyse, the Oregon Business
Council's president. “At this
point, we just want to remind
folks how important it s to get
to a package for 208° when
state lmwmakers hold their
next regrulary schoduled leg-
islative session.

— Andy Giegerich

OREGON STATE STAFF TITLES

In twoarticles about Oregon
State University published
Mow 18, two people's titles were
misstated. Ron Adams is the
dean of OS1's College of Engi-
neering. Terri Fiez ks director
of the Department of Electri-
cal Engineering and Computer
Sclence,

DBAMA'S CAPITAL GAINS PLANS
Thie box that accompanied
the tax proposals story in the
presidential campalgn pack-
age in the Now 9 jsspe con-
tained an ervor. Barack Obama
has proposed raising the capl-
tal gains tax rate but has not
spicified an exact percentage.
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Green focus pays, but work remains

Leadership
Summit covers
various topics

BY ANDY GIEGERICH
BUSINEES JOWNAL STAFF WRITER

Much of next week's annual
Oregon Leadership Summit will
build on last year's “Gaining
Sustainable Advantage”™ theme.

At last year's summit, specific
initiatives included supporting
Invesiments in such potentially
green industries as wave energy
and food processing: creating a
consolidated pro-sustainability
agenda on land use, transporta-
tion and permitting; and sup-
porting signature research cen-
ters for various environmental
fields.

While many of the initiatives
are works in progress, Dregon
Business Plan leaders found
plenty of validation within the
state’s 2007 economic achieve-
ments.

An Oregon Economic and
Community Development De-
pariment report showed that
companies within the state’s
“renewable cnergy” cluster ex-
perienced 8.12 percent average
annual employment jumps be-
tween 2003 and 2006.

The cluster logged annual
wages of $59,149 per employee,
or about $20,000 more than work-
ers" average wages in all indus-
tries. The segment’'s workers
have also collected annual in-
creases of 9.62 percent since
2003,
& Oregon also saw a multia-
gency effort this year to boost
the photovoltaic industry’s job
base, Working with Gow. Ted Ku-
longoski's affice and the Oregon
Energy Department, the Oregon
Economic and Community De-
velopment Department hopes to
attract one polysilicon producer,
two ingot and wafer manufac-
turers, two photovoltaic cell
manufacturers and at least two
misiule manufacturers,

The industry could generate
maore than $10 billion in new cap-
ital investments nationally in
coming wears. said Nathan
Buehler, DECDD's marketing
MATARET.

& Business Plan officials have
also walcomed a cadre of new so-
lar-related investments within
the Portland area. Solar World
AG opened an integrated solar
silicon wafer and solar cell pro-
duction facility in Hillsboro.
The firm will spend $400 million
to develop the former Komatsu
Group location.

Solar World expects to create
300 jobs by the end of 2008; an-
other 700 workers could climbon
board when the facility is fin-
ished,

Peak Sun Silicon, the Carls-
bad, Calif., solar cell manufac-
turer, said last month it would
bring 50 jobs to the area by Jan.
1 and eventually pour $T00 mil-
lion worth of capital invest-
ments into its new Millersburg
facility. And Santa Clara, Calif.-
bazed Solaicx, which opened its
Paortland ingot and wafer manu-

facturing facility last week, said
the site could eventually employ
200 workers.

Buehler said the activity
comes because Oregon has al-
tractive energy costs and a
skilled work force,

“We have all the successes
with Intel and the other wafer
fabs here,” he sald. “The process
for solar cells is the same.”

Companies have also flocked
to the state because of Oregon's
renewable energy industry tax
eredits, he said,

Business Plan leaders also saw
many other advances stemming
from the 2007 platform:

Such forward-thinking ap-
parel manufacturers as lee-

CATHY CHENTY | PORTLAND BUSINESS IDURMAL
Esco Corp, CEQ Steve Pratt says Oregon must respond to several challenges.

gasoline, as its national com-
petitors.

* Portland State University,
Oregon State University and
Willamette University all forti-
fied their sustainable business
courss offerings.

% David Chen, one of the
state’s best-known venture capl-
talists, announced that his new
firm, Equilibrium Capital
Group LLC, would seek to
launch a $200 million fund that
imvests in sustainable business-
¢z, The firm seeks to balance
sustainability with profits and
capital growth.

¢ Several Portland compa-
nies continued to join forces on
sustainability-driven pariner-

ships. Most notably, Umpqua
Holdings Corp. steered more
than $1 million in tax credits to
ward local green projects in a
partnership with Gerding Edlen
Development.

Eseo Corp. CED Steve Pratt,
who's chairing the summit’s
steering committes, sald the
state still faces many other busi-
ness challenges.

“We're definitely in a global
economy, and there's tremen-
dous competition,” he said. “To
compete in that economy, we
have to have effective cducation
and we nesd o be productive, be-
cause we'll never ba able to com-
pete [with overseas manufoctur-
ers] from a cost standpoint.”

To succeed, state industries
must ellminate waste by becom-
ing more sustainable, keep their
working capital costs down and
preserve as much ENergy as pos-
sible, Pratt said.

Oregon  Business Council
President Duncan Wyse, whose
group oversees the Oregon Busi-
ness Plan's machinations, said
participants will vote on certain
proposals as they're presented.
Conference attendees will elec-
tronically log whether they like
or dislike a given notion.

If nothing else, the votes will
continue the dialogue that brings
together leaders like Pratt with
others outside his industry.

“It's pretty unique to get a fo-
rum where the public sector and
private sector can put together
an agenda that strives for
statewide prosperity,” he said.
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